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TO HIS EXCFXLEXCY 


JOHN DENTON PINKSTONE, VISCOUNT FRENCH OF 
YPRES, FIELD MARSHAL, K.P., G.C.H., O.M., G.C.V.O., 
K.C.M.G,, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF 


May it Please Your Excellency, 

I am desired by the Vice-President to submit to your Excellency 
the Report of the. Board of Visitors of the National Museum of 
Science and Art and Royal Botanic Gardens, Dublin, for the year 
] 919 - 20 . 

I have the honour to remain. 

Your Excellency’s faithful Servant, 

T. P. GILL, 
Secretary. 

Department of Agriculture and 

Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

Upper Merrion Street, 

Dublin, 5th April, 1921. 


Dublin Castle, 

7th April, 1921. 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
instant, forwaraing, for submission to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant the Report of the Board of Visitors of. the National 
Museum of Science and Art and Royal Botanic Gardens, Dublin, 
for the year 1919- 20. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your obedient- Servant} 

... JAMES MacJUHON. 

The Secretary, 

Department of Agriculture and ■ • ■ 

Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

Upper Merrion Street, Dublin 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS 

OF THE 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND ART, AND THE 
ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, DUBLIN, 

For the Year ending 81st March, 1920. 

To THE DePAKTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL 

Instruction for Ireland. 


NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

The Board of Visitors made their Annual Inspection of the 
Museum on Saturday, the 10th April, 1920. 

The attendance of the public during the year ended on 
March 31st, 1920, was 270,238. This number, compared 
with 309,799 for the previous twelve months, shows a decrease 
of 39,566. 

In the report for 1918-19, the Visitors called attention to the 
necessity of filling the various posts vacant in the staff of the 
Museum, and regret to say that the post of Technical Assistant 
(Botanical Section) and that of Assistant in the Irish 
Antiquities Division are still unfilled. They would again urge 
the absolute necessity of appointing an Assistant to both of 
these departments, as there is so much work to be done which 
has been getting into arrears since the posts became vacant. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



2 


The Visitors desire to impress upon the authorities the 
urgency of increasing the incomes of the members of the 
official staff of the Museum and Botanic Gardens, in view of 
the fact that the cost of living and the existing prices of all 
necessities have rendered many of the salaries very inadequate, 
and no increase in salary beyond the annual increments and 
bonus has been made since 1914. Those Senior : officials, who 
were at their maximum in 1914, have not even been con- 
sidered, while in the Edinburgh Museum substantial increases 
have been made in all salaries. 

No Director has been appointed, the duties being carried 
out by the Senior Keeper, and, in the opinion of the Board 
of Visitors, the National Museum of Ireland is entitled to have 
a Director quite as much as that of Scotland. 

During the year the 54th Edition of the Short Guide has 
been issued. This Guide is greatly appreciated by the public 
and, though the price had to be raised, there has been an 
increase in its sale. A 2nd Edition|of the Guide to the Raised 
Map of Ireland, and a 3rd Edition of that on Sheffield Plate 
and Pewter, have also been issued during the same period. 

Reprints of the following Guides are now at press : — 
English and Foreign Glass — 3rd Edition. 

Irish Glass — 3rd Edition. - 

British Gold and Silver — tth Edition. 

Catalogue of the Water Colour Collection — 2nd Edition., 

A fully illustrated Catalogue and Guide to the Irish Gold 
Ornaments, by the Keeper of the Irish Antiquities, is also 
at press. 

The Visitors consider that the interest taken in the collec- 
tions by the general public would be greatly increased if a 
Guide Demonstrator, who would point out the various 
collections to visitors, were added to the staff. Such Guides 
are now attached to all well-appointed Museums and Botanic 
Gardens. 

Some of the duplicates of various specimens, both in the 
Art and Natural History Divisions, are now stored away in 
vaults and offices, and cumber space, which is all too limited, 
and in the opinion of the Board of Visitors, they might be 
disposed of, and the fund used for purchases required to 
increase the advantages of the Museum. 

The Visitors desire to urge the paramount necessity of 
providing more floor space, which has become even more 
acute than it was when they issued their last report. 

The passage connecting the Natural History and Art 
Divisions will, it is presumed, be done away with by the 
building of the New Wing, the necessity for which was brought 
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prominently forward in the Visitors’ previous reports, and was 
made a matter of special urgency in the President’s letter of 
the 20th of March, 1919, addressed to the then Chief Secretary. 
The Visitors are, however, gratified to observe that the glass 
roofs of the Annexe rooms are being again patched up, and 
that the old portion of the outer wall of the Industrial Annexe 
is being cemented on the outside. 

The Visitors must again call attention to the necessity of 
providing proper housing accommodation for the resident 
pupils at the Royal Botanic Gardens, as the present house 
is quite insanitary, and also to the urgent need of a refresh- 
ment-room there — the space for which was cleared some years 
ago, but no further action has been taken. 

The Board of Visitors have heard that it is proposed under 
the new Education Bill to transfer the control of the Museum 
from the Department of Apiculture and Technical Instruction 
to that of the new Education Board. They trust that if, and 
when, this is carried out, the powers of the Visitors may be 
extended or handed over to a Board of Trustees as in England 
and Wales, who would have authority for expenditure, as is 
the case with the Governor and Guardians of the National 
Gallery of Ireland. At the present time no article over the value 
of 5s. can be purchased without special authority from the 
Department. 

Zoology, Geology, Mineralogy Collections. — During 
the year but few additions have been made to the Collections. 

Among the Birds acquired for the Irish Collection are an 
American Goshawk, shot in the County Tyrone nearly 50 years 
ago — it is the fourth specimen reported from the British Isles ; 
an Iceland falcon, found in County Mayo in 1883, and a Great 
Snipe presented by William Hutchinson Lloyd, Esq. 

A few show cases illustrating the life histories of Irish insects 
— for the most part injurious — have been added. 

Much work has been carried out in re-arranging and 
cataloguing the valuable Barrington Collection of Birds. 

In the large room on the first floor the skull of a four-horned 
Antelope, and the head of a Goral — both presented by Mr. 
Herbert Mooney during the year — are now exhibited. 

The Haliday Collection of European Diptera has received 
attention, and is in progress of re-arrangement. 

A cabinet of Marine Shells, dredged off the coasts of Dublin 
and Clare by the late Nathaniel Golgan, has been presented 
to the Museum by his sister. Miss Colgan ; and a collection 
of Fossil Shells from Wexford] gravels has been given by 
Alfred Bell, Esq. These shells have been collected and named 
by Mr. Bell himself. 
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A small model of the ancient Irish pig has been placed in 
the case devoted to the bones of this extinct form in the 
Annexe Room No. IV. 

The collection of fossil invertebrates is being re-arranged, 
and is being provided with new labels. 

The crowding of the work-rooms, and the very inadequate 
provision for duplicate specimens, continue to hamper the work 
of the Museum staff. Additional accommodation for expansion 
is more than ever required. 

It is most gratifying to find that the Students’ reading-room 
has been used during the year by an increasipg number of 
serious student workers. The Visitors are anxious that this 
department should be further developed and provided with 
increased accommodation. 

The work of cleaning and re-arranging the Geological exhibits 
in the curved gallery has been continued during the year. 
A start has been made in arranging cases to illustrate, in serial 
order, the fossils found in the various Geological strata of 
Ireland. Such a collection, as is proposed, will be a most 
interesting addition. 

Art Collections.— The Board of Visitors commented at 
their last visit on the insufficiency of service, subsidy and space 
in relation to the Art Collections. They are pleased to find 
that, though the last two defects still exist, the return of a former 
trained Attendant has enabled the energetic Keeper and his 
Assistants to proceed with the production of better illustrated 
catalogues, for which this Board expressed a desire on the 
last occasion. 

The Board of Visitors likewise earnestly suggested that 
photographs might be obtained and registered, as in the case 
of Irish Glass, of the beautiful Irish mantelpieces, before they 
disappear from the country as so many have done. Unfortun- 
ately, nothing has as yet been accomplished in this respect, 
but it is hoped that, as the suggestion becomes known more 
widely, the want may be supplied. 

The Visitors regret that, notwithstanding their reiterated 
and urgent recommendations, no replicas have yet been made 
of the important tombs of Corcomroe, Roscommon, Dungiven, 
Ennis, and the Sedilia of Holy Cross. The Museum, so rich 
in its splendid and unique Celtic Collection, is regrettably 
weak in the period represented by these monuments, and 
cannot dispense with these historic memorials. 

Rotunda . — Considering that this is the Entrance Court, it 
has been kept remarkably clean and bright. The carriages, 
however, still cumber it. A fine example of enamel has been 
returned from the Louvre — where it was ' during the war. 
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having been lent for exhibition in Paris, and was much ap- 
preciated. The Princess Mary is the donor of a gift-box, 
and Major McCIean of an Iron Cross. Some specimens of 
war money and several German and Bavarian helmets have 
been lent by various donors. 

The Central Court . — This hall is naturally richer in its ac- 
quisitions, though not by purchase, owing to the insufficiency 
of funds. Gradually, however, chiefly through the kindness 
of liberal donors, its Costume Collection, of ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s attire, especially of the eighteenth century, has grown 
into consequence during the past few years. 

Amongst the objects given or lent to the Museum is a gold 
two-guinea piece of the time of Charles II., and other gold, 
silver and bronze coins. The Marquess of Bute has lent a 
silver Tankard (Kinsale). Here also is a silver Chalice (Kinsale) 
of the seventeenth century and a Ciborium (French), of the 
eighteenth century, whilst Mr. Burke lent a silver Salver of 
Dublin make. 

The Furniture Court . — This hall has been enriched by a 
singularly beautiful cabinet, which represents the Temple of 
Diana, with tall ivory pillars, exquisite internal details, amid 
which stands a statue of the goddess, with diamonds as eyes. 
The history of this cabinet relates that it was carried off from 
Italy by Napoleon, that it then was enclosed in its inlaid 
French case, that it remained in the Tuilleries until the 
Revolution of 1848. About this period it was purchased in 
Paris by Thomas Lefroy Courtenay, Esq., the grandfather of 
its present owner, Mrs. Blakeney, who has kindly placed it 
on loan in the Museum. 

Professor Cole has given a Scottish Spinning Wheel. Among 
the Miscellaneous objects given or lent are several important 
examples of antique and modern Irish lace ; two portrait 
plaques of William III., lent by Mr. Williams ; a German 
wheel-lock musket (seventeenth century) ; a dozen pieces of 
Irish glass ; a fine example of Aubusson Tapestry ; a Chinese 
frieze ; a Mandarin’s robe ; a Canton silk mantle ; two white 
embroidered fichus. 

The minute technical work, the cleaning of the inside of the 
cases and of their contents, re-arrangement and re-labelling 
have been carried on with painstaking industry, and with a 
success to which their brilliant appearance amply testifies. 

Indu.stkial and Circulation. — The Visitors have little to 
record, though much to reiterate in the hope of ultimately 
getting attention paid to this educationally important Section. 
The Annexe is occupied, as before, with cases arranged by the 
Department to illustrate various industrial activities, and 
show a very complete collection of dyes. 
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But though the floor space is so limited, a portion of it has 
to be employed whereon to stack the circulation cases, which, 
with the exception of three sent to Professor Hartog at Cork, 
are now all lodged in the Museum, because no funds are 
available to pay for sending them out. They are of con- 
siderable educational advantage, and, in the opinion of the 
Visitors, such costs should be defrayed by the Department. 
This state of affairs involves an educational loss to the country, 
for the cases are rapidly deteriorating from having to be stored 
on the damp floor of the Annexe or on the damper floors of 
the cellars, which in rainy weather not infrequently have pools 
of water standing in them. 

Room I. Greek and Roman Antiquities. — ^Beyond the ac- 
quisition of a small bronze Satyr of uncertain date, a curious 
bronze ladle and a bronze pot, presented by Miss Purefoy, 
there is little to record in this Section ; the Visitors note, 
however, that the “ Hope ” vases are now very well displayed 
and placed for purposes of study. 

Room 11, Egyptian Antiquities. — The Visitors wish to record 
their thanks to the Royal Society of Antiquaries for having 
deposited on permanent loan various objects that came from 
Lady Harriet Kavanagh’s Collection, formerly housed and 
exhibited at Kilkenny. Such are : — a painted wooden box 
for holding Ushabti figures that were buried with people of rank, 
and usually consist of small bronze figures representing work- 
men or servants to tend the dead (a number of such figures 
are to be seen in an adjacent case) — a small bronze figure 
representing Ptah-Seker-Asar — bronze cats, a cat head and 
hawks with human heads — two bronze hand-mirrors of the 
well-known Roman type — a curiously shaped bronze pot — a 
bronze seated Ibis — a small bronze winged head of the form 
by which the Christian cherubim are represented, and three 
large inscribed Scarabs. 

To the bronze Coptic cross, noted in the Report last year, 
the Keeper of this Section has now added tracings of back and 
front, showing thereby more clearly the pattern and inscription, 
as yet undeciphered. 

Room 111. Ethnographical. — The Visitors learn with pleasure 
that the Keeper of this Section has got on well with the 
arrangement and cataloguing of the collection, to which, 
however, nothing new has been added except a handsome 
feather cloak from New Zealand; kindly lent by Sir Stanley 
Cochrane. 

ImsH Antiquities Collection. — After the record year 
which the Visitors had last to report, the present year’s ae- 
qui.sitions may seem few. Some of these, however, are of 
considerable value. No Assistant has as yet been appointed to 
help Mr. Armstrong, which, of course, hampers badly all 
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advances in re-arrangement. For example, the remarkable 
finds in the Dunbell forts (practically hidden away with most 
of the collection of the Royal Society of Antiquaries, in the 
crypt) ought long since to have been moved up to better 
light and surroundings. The^Visitors alsoj notej that the 
remarkable cast of the sill at Rathblamac Church, Co. Clare 
(so notable for its Scandinaviair design, though far from any 
Norse or Danish settlement) has not yet been moved up to its 
proper place' in the Gallery. Another bad result of the long 
delay in appointing the much needed Assistant, is the stoppage, 
since 1914, of additions to the “ Westropp Collection ” of 
photographs of Irish buildings. 

The Visitors again call attention to the desirability of 
devoting much more of the Gallery to the Irish Collection. 
The position of the easts of the larger crosses, behind collections 
of modern art objects, often excites comment. It must be 
understood that no blame can be attached to those actually 
in control of the Museum arrangements, no facilities for 
improvement having been given. 

Turning to the collection in the strong room, the white 
linings of the cases are well calculated to show up and give 
more light to the objects mounted upon them. A beautifully 
ornamented gold disc, two fibulae, and two bracelets have been 
purchased as treasure trove. They were found at Lattoon, 
Aghalonghan, near Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan ; the disc is of 
exceptional merit. Another treasure trove object is a gold 
torque, found at Ballywindland Bog, Co. Antrim. The new 
catalogue of the gold ornaments, now being printed by the 
Stationery Office, is getting far advanced, and, with its 
numerous accurate illustrations, promises to be one of the most 
important works of reference on the subject. It is hoped that 
it may be on sale before the publication of our next report. 

Two caldrons are noticeable, a bronze one found at Barna- 
curragh, near Tuam, deposited on loan by Dr. T. B. Costello, 
and a bronze one of the la Tene period, found in the Bog of 
Allen, near Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny. 

The Visitors need only notice that the fine, large-scale model 
of the Hill of Tara and its earthworks is advancing towards 
completion ; they would, however, suggest that a brief account 
showing the nature and traditions of the various earthworks 
might be placed near the model. It seems also desirable 
that a brief account of the various types of buildings and 
remains illustrated in the “ Dunraven ” and “ Westropp ” 
Collections should be placed (even if only typed) on the ends 
of their cases. 

Botanical Section. — During the past year the Botanical 
Collections have been enriched by several donations, the most 
important of which are the herbarium of the late Nathaniel 
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Colgan, M.R.I.A., and the collection of Irish Liverworts of 
the late Rev. C. M. Waddell. 

It is also gratifying to learn that the number of visitors to 
this Section had largely increased, and the nurnbe.' of plants 
identihed for the public has been larger than in previous yeap. 
Considerably extended use has also been made of the exhibits 
specially arranged for Teachers and Students. 

The work of the Section has been much hampered owing 
to the fact that no Technical Assistant has yet been appointed 
to fill the position resigned by Miss McArdle in 1916, and by 
the loss of an Attendant who was transferred to the British 
Museum in October last. 

The Visitors learn with disappointment that none of the 
recommendations which they have submitted during ma,ny 
successive years regarding the improvement and renovation 
of the Botanical Section have been carried out. The continued 
neglect of pressing needs of this Section cannot but be dis- 
couraging to the staff to whose care the collections are 
confided. 

THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS. 

The Board of Visitors made the Annual Inspection of the 
Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, on Saturday, the 10th of April, 
1920. They are glad to note that there has been a satisfactory 
increase in the attendance of the public during the period 
covered by this report. During the year ended the 31st March, 
the attendance was 417,468 as against 339,765 for the previous 
twelve months, showiiSg an increase of 77,703. 

The Visitors found the houses, frames and grounds, in the 
usual good order, much painting and repairs having been 
carried out during the year, but the roof of the Orchid House 
No. 7, and that of the Filmy Fern House, should be attended 
to, as they are very mueh worse than when the Visitors 
reported on their condition last year. They wish particularly 
to record how well the gardens were kept supplied with coal 
by the Board of Works during a trying time of scarcity. The 
supply was not lavish, but just sufficient, with rigid economy, 
to keep up a normal temperature in the houses, without 
incurring serious loss. 

Some necessary work has been carried out in the Victoria 
Regia House, where the walls for some more of the ponds for 
Aquatic plants have been re-constructed of reinforced concrete. 
The inspection plates, which were fitted over the heating pipes 
some years ago, have proved most satisfactory, and the 
Visitors would recommend their adoption throughout all the 
houses, especially in No. 9 house, as suggested by them in 
their report for 1917-18. 
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Some of the walks have been laid down in tar-macadam, 
and the Visitors would urge on the Board of ^Yorks the 
necessity of extending this treatment to all the main walks. 

The Visitors regret to have again to record that nothing has 
been done to improve the housing accommodation provided for 
the pupil gardeners. There are eight of them sleeping in two 
rooms ; these conditions are not only insanitary, but arc also 
dangerous, for when sickness occurs there is no w'ay of isolating 
the patient. This important matter was brought to notice 
as far back as 1910, and the Visitors made a special point of 
calling attention to it in their report for some years past. 

They have also to record that nothing has been done to 
provide a refreshment-room inside the grounds. This was 
urgently put forward by the Visitors ten years ago, and in 
their subsequent reports, but without any apparent result. Even 
a temporary wooden house which they suggested has not been 
provided. The absence of such accommodation is especially 
hard on those students and others who frequent the Garden's 
in the afternoon, as according to regulations no refreshments 
can be brought inside the gate. The Keeper, Sir F, W. Moore, 
has received numerous complaints from the public and the 
students, that much time is lost owing to the necessity of 
leaving the Gardens in order to obtain refreshments. 

The Visitors also regret that the post of Assistant to the 
Keeper, which has been vacant for over four years, has not yet 
been filled. The length of time during which the Keeper has 
been deprived of help has been a misfortune, and the Visitors 
again make an urgent appeal that the vacancy may be filled 
up b)' a suitable person. 

A palm tree, Livistonia australia, which had been moved 
in 1884 into the great Palm House, where it would have more 
room, having attained the height of 70 feet and was pushing- 
out the glass in the roof, was successfully removed. The 
Collection of Berberis has been transferred to the back of the 
Palm House, where all the specimens have been got together, 
and can now be studied with great ease. The Collection of 
Herbs has been transferred and re-arranged with the Economic 
plants to facilitate study. The Roekwork has been further 
much improved by the additions to the Peat section for 
Rhododendrons and other peat-loving plants. The Arboretum 
has also been extended, and the space for Chinese plants 
considerably enlarged. 

The Visitors again desire to place on record their appreciation 
of the way in which Sir Frederick Moore and his reduced staff 
have kept the Gardens, in spite of many difficulties, and of the 
efficient help of the Office of Public Works in maintaining the 
houses and buildings, and in keeping up the necessary supply 
oi* coal. 


Printed under the Authority of His M<ajesty’s Stationery Office, 
By Browne and Nolan, Ltd., .Nassau Stref.t, Dublin. 
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